
 

 

Baffinland Unveils Inuit Art of Susan Qummiq Pryde 
 

Baffinland moved into a new corporate office in Oakville, Ontario this 
past February and a lot of thought went in to decorating our new home. 
In the words of our CEO Brian Penney, “It’s obvious we’re a mining 
company. But we’re more than just that - we’re a Nunavut company! I 
want to make sure, as we decorate this new office, that that fact is made 
loud and clear, and that people understand that when they first arrive.” 
The lobby of our corporate office is one of the many faces of the 
Company, and it’s important that this high-traffic space represents 

Baffinland’s diverse staff and company culture. To reflect this, we launched a Nunavut-wide art 
contest looking for a large piece of original, Inuit art to adorn our new space. Our Art Contest 
Committee reviewed the numerous submissions and were impressed with the samples of work 
submitted by Susan Qummiq ᖁᒥᒃ Pryde from Cambridge Bay, Nunavut. As the winner of the contest, 
Susan was awarded $2,500 and a trip to Toronto for the unveiling of her piece. 
 
After discussing and sharing more about our company, about Baffinland’s values, history, and Inuit 
community engagements, Susan got straight to work. She infused those elements into her one-of-a-
kind piece, created just for us. Susan also did extensive research on life in North Baffin, and felt 
compelled to incorporate several specific elements of the region into her 
final piece.  
 
“The Baffinland mine is way up there! I learned about the harp seals, 
their markings are different from where I am from. I also learned about 
narwhal, which I’ve never seen before,” she says.  
 
“I was captivated by the mountains, and then I saw a story forming,” she 
adds. “That’s when I knew I wanted to start the wall hanging with the 
mountains outlined at the top.” 
 
 
Before starting, Susan had to order the necessary supplies to create the 
piece, which includes the black background material that is a coarse, 
densely packed wool called duffel and is named after the town in Belgium where duffel coats were 
first made. The piece is purposely made in the shape of a shield, which is a signature style that 
Susan uses for all her pieces, as it’s more interesting and conversational than a simple rectangle or 
square. The figures on the duffel are made of felt, which are cut into shapes using tiny scissors and 
then sewed on using embroidery thread to add intricate details. The end result was an elaborate wall 
hanging, around 6' x 3', that took Susan about one month to complete.  
 
Susan’s next challenge was getting over the stress of flying to Toronto from Regina, where she now 
lives. This was her first major flight in 45 years, but she overcame that fear and touched down in 
Toronto, along with her daughters Albanee and Rayna. The threesome enjoyed a few days of 
shopping and sightseeing in the big city. For the life-long sewer, one of the highlights was a trip to 
the massive fabric store, Fabricland.  
 

On May 23rd, Susan and her daughters arrived at our 
corporate office for the unveiling ceremony. As employees 
gathered around, anticipation built and Brian and Susan 
finally removed the curtain to reveal the winning artwork. 
The piece boasts prominent mountains, the midnight sun, 

drum dancers, igloos, hunters, sled dogs, throat singers, and two narwhal framing Baffinland’s iconic 
red logo.  
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After the ceremony, Baffinland employees spent some time talking 
with Susan and her daughters, who beamed with pride all day, 
saying their mom “works so hard on her art,” and adding that “it’s 
nice to see her get this well-deserved recognition”. 
 
Susan was raised by her maternal 
grandparents, and says her wall 
hangings tell the stories her 
grandmother, the local Shaman, told 

her as a child. She has been sewing and selling her art since she was 
16, but said she has never seen her pieces framed before, and has 
never been publicly recognized in this way.  
 
Susan’s stunning wall hanging is now a focal point in our lobby, and is a great reminder of 
Baffinland’s commitment to the land and the people of Nunavut.  
 
Everyone at Baffinland would like to sincerely congratulate Susan on creating this beautiful and 
memorable piece of art.  
 
 
 
 
 


